
Humanities Grades 11 & 12: Semester 1
Dates Prioritized Literacy Standard Prioritized Writing Standard

Unit 1 September 8- 
October 20

Reading Anchor Standard #2: Central Idea/Theme 

Literary: Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one 
another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text. 

Informational: Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one 
another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 

History: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details 
and ideas.

Writing Standard #2: Write Informative/Explanatory 
(a)Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important 
connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, 
tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.(b) Develop the topic with well-
chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 
other information and examples appropriate to the audience's knowledge of the topic. (c)Use 
appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and 
clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.(d) Use precise language and 
domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic.(e) Establish and maintain 
a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the 
discipline in which they are writing. (f) Provide a concluding statement or section that follows 
from and supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or 
the significance of the topic).

Unit 2 October 23- 
December 1 

Reading Anchor Standard #6: Point of View/Author’s Purpose 

Literary: Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is 
directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or 
understatement). 

Informational: Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text in which the 
rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 
persuasiveness or beauty of the text. 

Literacy in History Standard #5: Structure to Develop Ideas 

History: Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is structured, including how key 
sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text contribute to the whole.

Writing Standard #5: Develop & Refine 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 
purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of 
Language standards 1-3 up to and including grades 11-12 here.)

Unit 3 December 4-
January 19 

Reading Anchor Standard #8: Claims & Counterclaims 

Informational: Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the 
application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning (e.g., in U.S. Supreme 
Court majority opinions and dissents) and the premises, purposes, and arguments in 
works of public advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses). 

History: Evaluate an author's premises, claims, and evidence by corroborating or 
challenging them with other information.

Writing Standard #8: Gather Multiple Sources of Evidence 

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 
advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in 
terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively 
to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and over-reliance on any one source 
and following a standard format for citation.
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Humanities Grades 11 & 12: Semester 2
Dates Prioritized Literacy Standard Prioritized Writing Standard

Unit 4 January 29 - 
March 16

Reading Anchor Standard #7: Technical Analysis  

Informational: Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 
different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to 
address a question or solve a problem. 

History: Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address 
a question or solve a problem.

Writing Standard #7: Conduct Research 

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry 
when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.

Unit 5 March 16- May 4

Reading Anchor Standard #9: Compare & Contrast 
Literary: Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century 
foundational works of American literature, including how two or more texts from the 
same period treat similar themes or topics. 

Informational: Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century foundational 
U.S. documents of historical and literary significance (including The Declaration of 
Independence, the Preamble to the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and Lincoln's Second 
Inaugural Address) for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical features. 

History: Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a 
coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

ELA ONLY - Reading Anchor Standard 4:Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; 
analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with 
multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include 
Shakespeare as well as other authors.)

Writing Standard #9: Draw Information from Texts 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.9.A 
Apply grades 11-12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., "Demonstrate knowledge of 
eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works of American 
literature, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or 
topics"). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.9.B 
Apply grades 11-12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., "Delineate and 
evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the application of constitutional 
principles and use of legal reasoning [e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court Case majority 
opinions and dissents] and the premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public 
advocacy [e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses]").

Unit 6 May 9- June 22

Reading Anchor Standard #3: Development of Ideas 
Literary: Analyze the impact of the author's choices regarding how to develop and relate 
elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how 
the characters are introduced and developed). 

Informational: Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how 
specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text. 

History: Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which 
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves 
matters uncertain.

Writing Standard #6: Use Technology 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or 
shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or 
information.
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