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 4 3 2 1 
Central Idea 
or Theme 

Student analyzes the 
theme(s) of the text and 
elaborates how it/they are 
different from the topic. 

Student can identify and 
articulate the differences 
between the theme(s) and 
topic(s) of the text.  

Student can identify the topic 
of the text, but struggles to 
identify the theme.   

Student confuses the 
theme(s) of a text with the 
topic and does not relate it to 
the central idea.  

Week 1     
Week 2     
Week 3     

Details Student understands that a 
theme can change or develop 
over the course of a text and 
points to multiple specific 
details that show that growth. 
Students can identify multiple 
pieces of evidence that 
support the theme.      

Student understands that a 
theme can change or develop 
over the course of a text and 
can point to more than one 
detail that shows that growth.  

Student uses some details 
from the text to support the 
theme, but requires multiple 
levels of prompting to find 
them.  

Student uses inappropriate or 
irrelevant details to support 
the central idea of the text.  

Week 1     
Week 2     
Week 3     

Objective 
Summary 

Student can combine the 
central idea/theme inferred 
with specific details to create 
complete summary of the 
text. Summary may be 
missing one or more key 
ideas or details, but remains 
objective and overall picture 
of the text is not affected. 

Student gives an entirely 
objective summary, free of 
personal opinions and 
consistently uses textual 
evidence to support the 
central ideas found within the 
summary.   

Student mixes personal 
opinion with some textual 
evidence when attempting to 
create a summary.   

Student summarizes mostly 
(if not entirely) with opinions 
and does not create an 
objective summary.    

Week 1     
Week 2     
Week 3     

Literary  9-‐‑10.2  Determine  a  theme  or  central  idea  of  a  text  and  analyze  in  detail  its  development  over  the  course  of  the  text,  including  
how  it  emerges  and  is  shaped  and  refined  by  specific  details;  provide  an  objective  summary  of  the  text.  
  
Informational  9-‐‑10.2  Determine  a  central  idea  of  a  text  and  analyze  its  development  over  the  course  of  the  text,  including  how  it  
emerges  and  is  shaped  and  refined  by  specific  details;  provide  an  objective  summary  of  the  text.  
 


